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given meridian, measured on a circle parallel
to the equator.
Degrees are marked by a small ° near the
top of the last figure of the number which
expresses them; thus, 45° is 45 degrees. The
degree is subdivided into sixty equal parts,
called minutes; and the minute is again
subdivided into sixty equal parts, called sec-
onds; thus, 45° 12' 20" means 45 degrees,
12 minutes and 20 seconds. Under the equa-
tor a degree of longitude contains 60 geo-
graphical or 69,16 statute miles (see mile).
The degrees of latitude are found to in-
crease in length from the equator to the poles,
owning to the shape of the earth. At the
equator, 1° of latitude equals about 68.7
miles; at 45°, 1° equals about 69.05 miles.
The term degree is also applied to the
divisions, spaces or intervals marked on a
mathematical, meteorological or other instru-
ment, as a thermometer or barometer.
In Education. The name degree is also
given to the title bestowed upon one who has
successfully completed a prescribed course of
study or training. There is no strict uni-
formity in requirements for a degree in
America, so the value of a degree varies. In
some schools a knowledge of Greek is re-
quired for the degree 'bachelor of arts; in
others no such requirement exists. A course
of study including languages and philosophy
as major divisions leads to the degree named
above; if sciences and mathematices or
engineering are prominent, the degree given
is that of bachelor of science. A course in
law confers the degree bachelor of law. Post-
graduate courses lead to the master's and
doctor's degrees.
BE GrEOOT, degrote', hugo. See gro-
ttos, hugo.
BE JURE, dc joo're. The term is from the
Latin and means by right, or 'by lawful title.
A de jure government is one which exists by
legal right, organized in conformity to law,
authorized by the people or accepted by
them as the regularly constituted authority.
See de facto.
BEKALB', ill., founded in 1838 and
made a city in 1877, is in DeKalb County,
fifty-eight miles west of Chicago, on the
Chicago & North Western, the Chicago Great
Western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & Gary
railroads. The Northern Illinois State Nor-
mal School is located here, and there are
manufactures of wire, agricultural imple-
ments, wagons, shoes, gloves, pianos and
 other articles. The waterworks and a hos*
pital are owned and operated by the city.
Population, 1920, 7,871; in 1930, 8,545, a
gain of 10 per cent.
BEKALB, JoHAira) Baron (1721-1780),
a German soldier who volunteered his serv-
ices to the new American nation in the Revo-
lutionary War. He was born in Bavaria.
DeKalb entered the French army in 1743 and
received several promotions, becoming lieu-
tenant-general in 1761. Some years later he
was a secret emissary of the French gov-
ernment in America and returned to France
with a report favorable to the Americar
cause. In 1777 he was persuaded by Amer
ican representatives in Europe to joir
Lafayette's expedition, and upon arrival ir
America Le was made a major-general. He
served with credit throughout the war, was
second in command to General Gates in the
South and commanded the American forces
at Camden. In this engagement he re-
ceived eleven wounds, from which he died.
BE KcyVElT, reginald (1861-1920), an
American musician, one of the foremost
composers of light opera. He was born at
Middletown, Conn., studied at Stuttgart and
Paris, and later attended Oxford University,
where he was graduated in 1879. In 1887 he
produced a successful light opera, The Begum,
but his reputation became firmly established
with the production of Robin Hood, in 1890.
This was followed by many other works of
similar style, including Don Quixote, The
Fencing Master, Rob Hoy, The Mandarin
and The Red Feather. In 1917 a grand
opera composed by him, The Canterbury
Pilgrims, was produced at the Metropolitan
Opera House in New York. De Koven has
also composed a number of well-known
songs remarkable for their sweetness of
melody; 0 Promise Me is the most popular.
Others include Margery Daw, A Winter Lul-
laby, Indian Love Song and Ask What Tliou
Wilt. Just before his death he wrote the
opera Rip Van Winkle.
BELAG-0'A BAY, in Southeastern Africa,
is a large sheet of water separated from the
Indian Ocean by the peninsula and island
of Inyaek. The bay stretches north and
south for about seventy miles, with a breadth
of from sixteen to twenty miles, and forms
the southern extremity of the Portuguese
settlement of Mozambique. It is available
for vessels of large tonnage. The port and
Portuguese city of Lourengo Marques has be-

